
BLACKWATER	CRUISE
19th	– 25th Aug	2023
Colne	and	Blackwater

With	John	and	Diana	Foster	– ‘March	Hare’



BLACKWATER	CRUISE

• Outline	itinerary:
– Sat	19th:	Boats	depart	Harwich	area	and	take	flood	tide	to	

Brightlingsea.		SADs	on	the	pontoon.		Water	taxi	runs	until	
23:00

– Sun		20th:	Day	in	Brightlingsea.		Planned	lunchtime	trip	to	
Rowhedge for	shallow	draft	boats.

– Mon	21st:	Depart	for	Heybridge	Basin.		Kubb	tournament.
– Tues	22nd:	Heybridge	Basin.	Optional	canoe/dinghy	trip	for	

supplies	for	BBQ	that	evening.	Planned	entertainment	after	the	
BBQ

– Weds	23rd:	Depart	Heybridge	basin	for	Bradwell.	Cruise	dinner	
in	the	Green	Man

– Thurs	24th:	Day	in	Bradwell.		Walk	to	St	Peter’s	chapel	calling	in	
to	the	Cricketers	for	lunch

– Fri	25th:	Depart	Bradwell	for	home	ports.		Clacton	airshow in	
progress	– possible	to	anchor	off	and	watch	if	conditions	
permit.
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BLACKWATER	CRUISE
Date Cruising	plan Approx.	distance	 HW Harwich Ht.	of	HW	

Harwich

19/8 Arrive	Brightlingsea	
from	Harwich	area

24 14:24 4.0

20/8 Brightlingsea	to	
Rowhedge round	trip

9 14:54 4.0	(Springs)

21/8 Brightlingsea	to	
Heybridge	Basin

15 15:26 3.9

22/8 Heybridge - 15:58 3.8

23/8 Heybridge	to	Bradwell 8 16:32 3.7

24/8 Bradwell - 05:02
17:14

3.6

25/8 Bradwell	to	Harwich	
area

25 05:49
18:12

3.4
3.5



• SOME	KEY	POINTS
– Booking	ahead	is	essential	at	all	locations	in	the	busy	summer	

season,	so	please	book	your	place	on	the	cruise	well	in	advance
– Likewise	we	will	need	to	make	our	bookings	for	the	Green	Man	well	

in	advance
– Lock	capacity	at	Heybridge is	a	constraint	on	numbers/sizes	of	boats.		

To	plan	we	will	need	your	LOA,	Beam and	Draft – as	requested	on	the	
booking	slip.		Mobile	number	also	essential

– A	detailed	locking	plan	for	Heybridge	will	be	issued	to	skippers	in	
advance	– we	must	stick	rigidly	to	this,	subject	only	to	variations	
dictated	by	the	lock	keeper	on	VHF.		All	boats	must arrive	off	the	lock	
entrance	by	14:20	on	the	15th August

– There	is	an	exclusion	zone	and	a	dedicated	anchorage	off	Clacton	
while	the	airshow is	on.

– We	have	two	more	Kubb	sticks	this	year,	so	the	games	should	be	a	
little	quicker
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